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Established in 1881, the University of Liverpool is a founding member of the Russell Group and one of the
original "Red Brick" universities, holding a prestigious academic status both in the UK and globally. Located in the
west of England, close to Manchester, the university benefits from excellent transportation links, including
nearby airports, a port, and train stations. During my time here, | selected courses such as Media Industries,
Introduction to Marketing, International Finance, and Academic English.

Among these, the course | benefited from the most—and enjoyed the best—was Academic English. Unlike
general language courses, this is a specialized, academically oriented program. Classes were held twice a week
for a total of four hours, divided into "Listening & Speaking" and "Reading & Writing," taught by different
instructors. The listening and speaking sessions focused on discussing specific issues and included a mid-term
group presentation, while the reading and writing component emphasized academic literacy, such as using
formal vocabulary and correctly citing references.

Life outside the classroom was just as important as my studies. | built a social circle with exchange students from
all over the world, engaging in rich discussions regarding the culture, education, and politics of our respective
regions. These interactions allowed us to learn about our differences, exchange views on our strengths, and
reflect on our own shortcomings.

One of the greatest benefits of this exchange was understanding the British educational environment. Courses
here are not limited to simple lectures; they include workshops and seminars designed to facilitate close
discussion with professors in small groups. | noticed that British students are generally much more active in
expressing their opinions during discussions than | was used to, a learning attitude | found very worthy of
emulation. Furthermore, the stereotype | held of British universities was challenged; | found the students to be
incredibly diligent, often completing reading materials before class and taking serious notes during lectures.
Living abroad also forced me to develop a strong sense of independence. Unlike studying at home, | had to
handle everything myself, from preparing meals to navigating the healthcare system. Additionally, Liverpool’ s
status as a transportation hub allowed me to travel easily to Europe during holidays. These trips were not just
about sightseeing; they were opportunities to understand local cultures, community activities, and festivals,
which significantly broadened my international horizons.

The journey was not without its challenges. The most significant difficulty was the language barrier, specifically
the Liverpool accent (Scouse). It is vastly different from the American accent we usually learn, making it hard to
understand initially. However, through continuous conversation with locals, | gradually adapted.

Overall, studying abroad for six months has been an unforgettable experience that has enriched my life and will
be of great help to my future. It helped me understand my weaknesses while discovering my strengths. The

greatest growth | achieved during this period is a clearer vision of the future | want and the motivation to pursue



my goals. | am deeply grateful to the school for providing this opportunity to experience life and study abroad,

and | hope this experience will pave the way for a smoother future.



