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Chapter 1: Introduction

Present any previous literature into your specific topic and the theories and findings involved. This
section is a relatively long one. Indicate the structure of the literature section, or introduce it with
a few sentences. After that, start the actual literature background by mentioning the issues that
experts keep running into, like theoretical or methodological discussions, on-going and recurring
debates, and schools of thought. Elaborate on the current situation in the field. Include studies that
support your approach and those that do not. The literature review is usually thematic, and within
that thematic approach, chronology or importance can be the guiding principle. You can mention
approaches or schools of thought, for instance, and start with the oldest or most dominant one. For
each issue you address, start by giving assumptions and findings that are general and not
controversial. Then, present results that support and contradict mainstream assumptions. Explain
in clear terms the nature/source of any discrepancy: methodology, wrong generalisations, type of
argumentations, incorrect conclusions, cultural bias, etc. Focus on findings and conclusions. Only
discuss methodologies of existing research if these are somehow exceptional or relevant
(especially if the method in an article is very weak or very original or remarkable). Now, mention
the research gap(s); these are, in a way, your main motivation to do your research. These are issues
not yet addressed by previous researchers or questions not yet answered. Indicate which one(s)
you will be focussing on specifically. Indicate in general terms how your research intends to fill the
gap. Some authors briefly make a statement of purpose before giving the specific research
question(s). Mention the main research theme, and then break this down into two or three detailed
research question(s). The tool/method to answer the research question(s) could then be mentioned.
This consists of one sentence describing what you did (methodologically) to answer the research
question(s) (like a survey or ethnographic study). This is a preview of the methodology and should
not give any details. A possible next item is the statement of value: how will your investigation
contribute to theory or something more practical? In the Conclusion chapter, you can expend
more sentences on the value of your research but here you can mention it already. Finally, you
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Populism beyond Borders

Geert Wilders’ Populist Rhetoric of “Us-versus-Them” on the

International Stage

Maxine Eyssette (s4828461), Hannah Gaudrain (s4883179), Iris Kovy (s3674266), Leon(Wei-Chih) Sun
(s4809963)
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10. Germanic

H}, Leiden University
&>

The Germanic languages

Today Germanic is one of the most wide-spread Indo-European branches, chiefly
due to the vast spread of English. The Germanic proto-language was probably
spoken around Denmark and northern Germany, and perhaps also in southern

Scandinavia. From there it split into East, North and West Germanic.

Archaeologically, the Germanic people are connected with the so-called Jastorf
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