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Canadian Language and Cultural Studies (CLCS) Program at Simon Fraser University (SFU)
www.sfu.ca/clcs

The CLCS Program is developed and administered by SFU International for students from SFU’s formal partner institutions.  The academic components of the program are developed and administered by the English Language and Culture Program (ELC) at SFU.

The 2011 CLCS Program will run for just over 3 weeks, from August 5 to August 29.  Students must arrive in Vancouver by the evening of August 4th.  A mandatory full-day orientation and testing to determine each student’s level of English are held on Friday August 5. The final day of classes is Friday August 26, which will be followed by a farewell luncheon and afternoon graduation ceremony.  Students should plan to stay in Vancouver at least until the evening of Friday August 26th.

Courses are held each week-day, Monday through Friday, from 9:00 to 13:00.  Courses will be held at both the SFU Vancouver and Burnaby Campuses.  On Friday afternoons, students can join an optional social activity (for an additional fee) with students who are taking other English language programs through SFU.  Co-curricular activities are held in the afternoons, with one additional co-curricular trip on a Saturday during the program.  Every other weekend-day is free for students to do their own activities, travel, studying, and the like.
SFU invites students from our formal partner institutions to apply to the CLCS program. Students can participate in the CLCS as a stand-alone program or they can participate in the CLCS program as preparation for a fall term exchange/studyabroad program at SFU.  Partner institutions that are interested in sending a group of students to the CLCS program should contact SFU International at clcs@sfu.ca.
SFU’s English Language and Culture Program (ELC)
Mission Statement

The English Language and Culture Program in Continuing Studies at Simon Fraser University provides opportunities for international and local ESL students to develop their individual learning strategies, language ability, and cultural understanding in a safe but challenging environment. 

ELC is committed to providing a comprehensive student-centred learning environment designed to promote communication, diversity, critical thinking, and self-awareness. 

Program Philosophy and Approach

Since 1995 SFU ELC has assisted students in achieving their academic and business goals. Students will develop and improve the analytical and communication skills needed for academic and business success, all while developing an understanding of Canadian and North American culture.

Instructors at ELC are experienced and highly qualified. They take the time to diagnose their students’ needs and design a curriculum based on that information. Materials are authentic, meaning they are based on real-world situations, news, and text. Students leave the program with not only an enhanced understanding of Canadian culture, but also skills that will allow them to carry on their education outside of the classroom. 
CLCS 2011 Courses
Course hours are as follows:
	Course and Required Academic Field Trip
	Course hours per week
	Total course hours for the program

	Canadian Studies
	12
	36

	Academic Writing
	2
	6

	Academic Field Trip
	4
	12

	Academic Field Trip Preparation
	1
	3

	Academic Field Trip Follow-up
	1
	3

	TOTAL
	20
	60


CLCS 2011 Course Descriptions
Canadian Studies (36 hours)

Language is created and shaped by the culture out of which it develops. To become an effective English communicator, it is necessary to engage as fully as possible with the culture in which the language is used. In this course, students will engage with a variety of authentic texts from Canadian culture; for example, they may read articles, study maps and charts, view audio-visual presentations, and watch TV News and documentary clips. Students will work both individually and in small groups. Participants can expect to learn how to watch, interpret, discuss, and respond to what Canadians are saying. By taking a deeper look at current events and historical issues of great relevance to Canadians, participants will strengthen their English speaking, listening, reading, and writing in authentic contexts.

Course objectives include:

· Increase knowledge of some of the social, political, historical, and economic forces that have helped to shape Canadian culture and society;

· Strengthen English speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills;

· Develop strategies for “reading between the lines” for greater understanding;

· Develop confidence to engage in English discussions about a variety of topics and themes relevant to Canadian culture and society;

· Develop deeper understanding of the historical and contemporary relationship between Canada and Asia Pacific nations;

· Develop effective intercultural and interpersonal communication skills;

· Engage with weekly themes outside of the classroom through curriculum-related field trips;

· Provide tools to analyze the cultural background of any country.

Academic Reading and Writing (6 hours)

In this course, participants can expect to learn how North Americans formulate their thoughts and present their points of view in various styles of written persuasion.  Participants have the opportunity to increase their ability to express their ideas and opinions in forms that are easily understood by Canadians. They also learn how to shape arguments through carefully compiling evidence and providing support for logical arguments that are organized and structured according to the ways in which Canadians reason. Attention will also be paid to the grammar and mechanics of the students’ written English.
Academic Field Trips (18 hours, including in-class preparation and follow-up)

Academic field trip experiences provide participants with an opportunity to go out into the community to interact directly with some aspect of Canadian culture. In the process, students will practice their English communication skills in a context other than the classroom. After preparing the class ahead of time, an instructor accompanies the students on the field trip, following up with an in-class reflection and analysis of the group’s experience. All academic field trips are directly related to Canadian Studies course content.

Weekly Themes
Each week, the CLCS program will have a different theme for the coursework and the academic field trips. In addition, at least twice per week SFU International will offer co-curricular activities that complement the academic theme for the week. While the co-curricular activities are optional, the costs for these activities are included in the program fee and are non-refundable if students choose not to participate. 

Week One (August 8-13)

Selected Topics in Canadian Studies: Land and Peoples

1. Geography/Environment

2. First Nations

3. Early Settlement

Academic Field Trip: UBC Museum of Anthropology

Co-curricular Activities:  Bill Reid Gallery (week-day afternoon); Whistler and Squamish Lil' Wat Centre (Saturday August 13)

Week Two (August 15-19)

Selected Topics in Canadian Biculturalism/Multiculturalism

1. French/English Cultural History

2. Historical Patterns in Immigration

3. Multiculturalism: Current Topics

Academic Field Trip: Museum of Vancouver
Co-curricular Activities: Multicultural Vancouver (week-day afternoon); Francophone Vancouver (week-day afternoon)

Week Three (August 22-26)

Selected Topics in Asia/Pacific History and Current Affairs

1. Asian Canadians in British Columbia: Yesterday and Today

2. Global Citizenship

3. Environmental Issues on the Pacific Rim

Academic Field Trip: To be confirmed

Co-curricular Activities: Steveston Cannery (week-day afternoon); Chinatown Historic Walking Tour (week-day afternoon)

Levels of Instruction

Three levels of instruction will be provided. The recommended IELTS and TOEFL IBT range for each level is as follows:

	
	IELTS
	TOEFL IBT

	Level 1
	6.0+
	79+

	Level 2
	5.0 - 5.5
	59 - 70

	Level 3
	4.0 - 4.5
	39 - 50


Evaluation
In addition to weekly quizzes and homework assignments, students will be required to do a group project and present their work during the last class of Canadian Studies. 

Students will receive a written report, including a final letter grade, from their Canadian Studies instructor(s).

Students will receive a certificate of participation upon completion of the program, which will be presented during a graduation ceremony on the final day of classes.
Fees for the 2011 CLCS Program

$2250* for individual students

Group Rates for Partner Institutions Sending Groups of Students

$2050* per student for groups of 15-29

$1850* per student for groups of 30 or more

*Fees are subject to change without notice

Fees include short term health insurance, transit pass, entrance fees for all planned activities, welcome dinner and farewell lunch, course materials, SFU computing account, and a small gift. Fees do not include accommodation, meals, or personal expenses. Students are responsible for arranging their own travel to Vancouver and their accommodation in Vancouver. 

Eligibility 

Students enrolled in the CLCS program must be at least 19 years of age. 

CLCS is open only to undergraduate and graduate students from SFU’s partner institutions. 

Applicants must have a minimum IELTS score of 4.0.
How To Apply

Individual students should visit the SFU International web page www.sfu.ca/clcs  and complete the online application.

Partner Institutions interested in sending groups of students should contact clcs@sfu.ca by April 29 to express interest in submitting a group application.
Application deadline for individual students: May 31, 2011

Important Dates for 2011
Thursday August 4 – students must arrive in Vancouver by the evening of August 4

Friday August 5 – mandatory full day orientation, English testing, and welcome dinner

Monday August 8 – classes begin at 9:00am

Saturday August 13 – Co-curricular trip to Whistler and Squamish Lil' Wat Centre

Friday August 26 – classes finish; farewell luncheon and afternoon graduation ceremony

Monday August 29 – final date for departure from Vancouver, if returning home

Accommodation in Vancouver
Participants in the CLCS are responsible for organizing their own accommodation for the duration of their stay in Vancouver.  SFU International is pleased to provide advice and suggestions to participants, but unfortunately we cannot make arrangements on behalf of participants.
Homestay

While SFU does not recommend or endorse any particular company, two companies past participants have used include:
	First Choice International Placement Inc. 

Tel: 1.604.984.0868 

Fax: 1.604.984.2373 

Email: info@fciplacement.com 

Web: www.fciplacement.com 
	International Education & Homestay Services of BC 

Tel: 1.604.812.5233 

Fax: 1.604.945.3962 

Email : info@bceducationhomestay.com 

Web: http://bceducationhomestay.com/ 


Off-Campus Accommodation: Apartments (Flats) and Room Rentals (Shared Accommodation) 
If participants prefer private accommodation, they can find information about apartment and room rentals, as well as a room-mate finder, at http://sfu.myidealhome.com/. 
Please note that it is common for off-campus accommodation to be unfurnished (no furniture, no kitchen items, etc.), rent is normally paid on a monthly basis, and utilities (heat, water, electricity, cable, telephone, internet, etc.) are often additional charges. Most landlords will ask for a ½ month deposit to secure the rental unit. Find out more information about tenant rights and responsibilities at http://www.rto.gov.bc.ca/default.aspx. 

Participants should be very careful to protect their identity and not disclose credit card or banking information to potential landlords via email or the phone. For private accommodation in particular, we recommend that participants do not provide payment until they have arrived in Canada and have been able to view the accommodation in person. If possible, participants should arrive a few days early to look for off-campus housing in person.

SFU Residences – SFU Burnaby Campus 

CLCS participants who will stay at SFU for a formal exchange or study abroad program beginning in the Fall 2011 term, and who have confirmed a space in the Burnaby campus residences for the fall term, can apply to stay in the SFU residences during the CLCS program.  Those interested in this option should contact SFU International at clcs@sfu.ca for more details.  In the email, please include the first (given) and last (family) name of the participant, the name of the home institution, and the fall term residence application #. 

Any other Questions?

Contact us at
SFU International

Simon Fraser University 

8888 University Drive 

Burnaby, BC 

V5A 1S6 Canada 

Telephone: +1.778.782.4232 

Fax: +1.778.782.5880 

Email: clcs@sfu.ca
CANADIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL STUDIES PROGRAM 2011                                                                                                                                                    SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY


